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New retirement laws 
_offer employees more 


As most ODOT employees are 
aware, the 1981 Legislature passed 
several bills dealing with retire- 
ment issues, the most popular of 
which allows employees to retire at 
age 55 with 30 years of service, or at 
age 58 ees of length of serv- 
ice. 

Changes the other bills bring in- 
clude: 

* Employees now get credit for 
less than a full final calendar year 
earnings in determining final aver- 


age salary; 


e There is now an opportunity for 


~ some employees and some retirees 
_ to buy back coverage for breaks in 


service--primarily for Korean con- 
flict war veterans; 

®There is a change in the compu- 
tation formula from 1 percent, 
' which covered pension only, to 
1.67 percent, which now deter- 
mines pension and. annuity bene- 
GAlttse. 5: 
s Bob Whipps, Personnel Services 


State parks 


Preliminary figures indicate the 
past summer was a good one for 
overnight camping in Oregon State 


Parks, particularly in terms of wel- 


coming back the non-resident 
visitor whose absence has been 
noticeable in recent years. 

From May through August, the 
third of the year in which more 
than half of all camping is tradition- 


ally accounted for within the state 
_ system, five percent more camp- 


_ sites were sold this year than last. 
; That breaks down, said Steve 
4 Tae La operational plan- 
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sible to calculate. 

“What we are going to do is have 
a couple of meetings, probably 
during the noon hour, for people 
who are considering retiring ear- 
ly,” Whipps said. 

The meetings will help explain 
all the options now available under 
the new legislation. 

“PERS has been flooded with 
requests to put together individual 
financial packages,” he said, ‘so 
their counseling has been cut 
down. We are going to try and fill 
that void.” 

Whipps said the meetings would 
be held in Salem, and they would 
be videotaped to go out to the field 
offices. 

“By Dec. 1 we should have a 
good picture of the number of re- 
tirements in the department,” he 
said. ‘‘People are waiting to see 


_ what’s going to happen to Social 


Security, the economy and their 
personal situation. They don’t 


know exactly how this new legisla- 


camping up 


May ‘through August, 1981, com- 
pared to 348,100 for the same 
period in 1980. 

As has been the case all summer 
long in surveys of key parks, non- 
resident increases hovered at the 
25 percent level on a system-wide 
basis throughout the four-month 
period. Overnight camping use by 
Oregonians declined somewhat 
from a year ago, although. exact 
reasons why haven’t yet been pin- 
pointed. 

Day use of Oregon State Parks 
declined this past summer by 
about six percent. Visitors from 
May through August, 1981, totaled 
about 16.5 million compared to ap- 
proximately 17.5 million for the 
same months of 1980. 

A $1-per-vehicle day use fee on 
summer weekends and holidays 
was instituted this past summer at 
nine parks. During the period from 
June through August, attendance 
at those parks was down about 11 
percent from the preceding year. 
That is compatible with surveys 
during the summer that indicated a 
turn-around rate of about 9 to 12 
percent on the part of those who 
chose not to pay the entry fee. 

One of the objectives of the day 
use fee was to reduce congestion 
at some heavily used parks. 
Another goal was to increase reve- 
nues. It appears both objectives 
may have been met, based on the 
preliminary returns, according to 
Dave Talbot, state parks aes 
trator. 


ismantle pai 


assem ibled 0 


turn to page 5. 


Computer moved 


ODOT’s main computer was broken down, torn apart and moved, 
piece by piece over the Labor Day weekend, to the top floor of the new 
De parenent of Revenue Building in Salem. Above, an IBM serviceman 
: of the computer, which was moved on 

n Sunday. For story and more pictures, 
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Layoffs are postponed for 
Highway Division forces 


“| don’t foresee any major layoff 
program in either the maintenance 
or engineering forces for at least 
the next two years,’’ State Highway 
Engineer Scott Coulter told the re- 
gion and the district engineers at 
their recent meeting in Salem. 

“Our goal is to maintain a work 
force just large enough to do the 
job charged to us by the Legislature 
and the Transportation Commis- 
sion,” Coulter said. “Several fac- 
tors have changed since our bleak 
forecast last spring, and continued 
attrition can take care of most of 
the cuts in Highway Division 
crews.’ 

There will probably be some 
movement of individuals, he said, 
and these moves might be reject- 
ed, resulting in some resignations. 

Coulter said the Legislature had 
been good to the division, recog- 
nizing the need to maintain the 
state highway system. 

“They gave us approximately $14 
million to put back into the preser- 
vation of our highways, and | in- 
tend to see that this is done,” he 
said. 

They also passed the two reve- 
nue measures most beneficial to 
the Highway Division--the one cent 
per gallon gas tax increase effective 
next Jan. 1, and the three-cent gas 
tax increase over a three-year 
period, which will be on the May 
ballot. 

Another item that will help the 


layoff situation, Coulter said, was 
the receipt of approximately $15 
million from the federal govern- 
ment in transfer funds for work in 
the Portland and Salem areas. 


Public reaction 
sought on new 


Six-Year Plan 


The Highway Division has sched- 
uled 18 meetings throughout Ore- 
gon during October and early 
November to seek public reaction 
to its preliminary draft of the Six- 
Year Highway Improvement Plan, 
according to Larry Rulien, Execu- 
tive Assistant to the State Highway 
Engineer. 

“We're going to use these meet- 
ings to explain the present status of 
the Highway programs,” Rulien 
said, ‘‘as well as to update the pro- 
jects on the current plan.” 

Rulien said there are “fewer pro- 
jects’’ on the proposed six-year 
plan this time because “‘we don’t 
even have sufficient funds to finish 
the projects on our current pro- 
gram.” 

In general, the meetings are 
scheduled during the last three 
weeks in October, with the final 


session slated for Nov. 3 in Her- 


miston. 
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counting your chickens before 
they’re hatched. 

Nonetheless, it appears that the 
state gas tax will be increased from 
7 to 8 cents on Jan. 1, 1982. 

The deadline to file the 36,466 
signatures necessary to refer the 1- 
cent increase to the ballot is only 
about a month away now, and so 
far there have been no signs of a 
referendum campaign. 

It’s still possible, of course, to 
collect that number of signatures in 
that space of time, but it would 
take a herculean effort, and | just 
don’t think it will happen. 

If someone were going to at- 
tempt such a campaign, he would 


have started long before now. One . 


Director’s Corner 


FRED KLABOE 


of the best--and easiest--places to 
get signatures On a petition is at the 
Oregon State Fair, with its tens of 
thousands of visitors every day. 

But no one was there on behalf 
of a referral petition on the gas tax 
increase. 

So, though | still want to be cau- 
tious about not counting my chick- 
ens, it looks like we have the 1-cent 
increase. 

KK KKK 

If, in fact, we do get the addi- 
tional penny, it will be the first in- 
crease in the state gas tax since 
1969. 

Imagine what would have hap- 
pened to your family budget if, 
during these long years of double- 
digit inflation, you hadn’t received 
any increase in your income. You’d 
be in serious financial trouble, 
wouldn’t you? 

Well, that is exactly the position 
the Highway Fund has been in for 
nearly the last decade. Our costs 
have been skyrocketing, but our 
income has been declining. 

The new penny will bring in 
about $15 million annually to the 
Highway Division. The cities and 
counties will benefit, too, with 
their road problems. 

That isn’t nearly enough to meet 
our needs. But it will sure help. 

Now, if the voters will just ap- 
prove the 3-cent increase on the 
ballot next May, we will have a start 


-on getting this department back on 


a sound financial footing again. 


Teamwork helps transit 
district acquire property 


The Public Transit Division and 
the Highway Division’s Right-of- 
Way Section joined forces to help 
the Rogue Valley Transit District lo- 
cate and acquire property for bus 
maintenance and operations in the 
Medford area. 

“This was a good example of the 
state being able to help a local 
transit agency with a difficult and 
costly project,’”’ said Eric East, dep- 
uty administrator of Public Transit. 

“Our office was able to arrange 
for the services of the Right-of-Way 
Section, and for federal funds to 
pay its expenses,” East said. 

Region 3 Right-of-Way Agent De- 
nnis Matney was assigned the task 
of scouting the area for suitable 
buildings and grounds that would 
serve the needs of the Rogue Val- 
ley Transit District. 

Selected from several options 
was a 3.2-acre parcel in northeast 
Medford, adjacent to the Crater 
Lake Highway. It included a 7,000 
square foot shop building, with 
room for additional administrative 
offices and large enough for any 
future expansion. 

The district has contracted with 
private firms for offices, operation- 
al facilities, and bus maintenance. 
Now, through a property 
lease/purchase agreement, they 
will be able to do their own work 
with a substantial reduction in 
operating costs. 

Matney, with his real estate ex- 
perience, was especially helpful at 
the “bargaining table’ when the 
lease agreement was made, East 


said. 

In addition, the Oregon Trans- 
portation Commission approved a 
special $30,400 federal capital grant 
to assist in the purchase of essen- 
tial tools and equipment for the 
maintenance shop. 


State airport 
gets new runway 


Construction should start soon 
on a new 3,500-foot cross-wind 
runway at the John Day State Air- 
port, a result of action taken by the 
Oregon Transportation Commis- 
sion at its September meeting. 

A resolution was approved to ac- 
cept a $413,500 grant from the Fed- 
eral Aviation Administration for 
construction of the new runway. 

The runway will provide an east- 
/west alignment in addition to the 
existing north/south approach, 
which was built in 1960. 

The Aeronautics Division pro- 
vided $45,944 of state matching 
funds, mainly for the purchase of 
adjoining land for the new runway. 

Division Administrator Paul Bur- 
ket said that pilots often have diffi- 
culty taking off and landing be- 
cause of changing wind patterns in 
that area. 

“The wind data we have collect- 
ed strongly supports the need fora 
new cross-wind runway,” he said. 
“It should correct some serious 
problems that now exist.” 


Coulter named AASHTO 
committee vice-chairman 


The appointment of Scott Coul- 
ter, state highway engineer, to 
serve as vice chairman of the High- 
way Subcommittee on Highway 
Transport was announced recently 
by Richard A. Ward, president of 
the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Of- 
ficials. 

Previously, Coulter served as Re- 
gion IV member on the committee. 

The committee investigates and 
evaluates the various transporta- 
tion needs that should be served 
by the highway system of the 
United States; determines the de- 


Results encouraging 


gree to which such needs are met 


by the highway systems; and rec- 
ommends policies, regulations, 
laws and practices that contribute 
to the improved efficiency and 
safety of highway transportation. 
The committee maintains liaison 
with the Department of Defense 
concerning military requirement 
needs and the Motor Vehicle 
Manufacturers Association and the 
American Trucking Association 
concerning future design of vehi- 


cles. It also promotes uniformity of - 


size and weight laws and adminis- 
trative enforcement procedures. 


Albany’s Bridge and 
Section crews work 


fast-drying concrete 
bridge overlay mater- 


recently as an exper- 
iment in Lebanon. 


Fast-drying material tested 


A new quick-drying paving mate- 
rial, still in the experimental stages, 
was tested for the first time using 
conventional paving equipment on 
a bridge in Lebanon recently. 

Despite a few snags, the results 
were encouraging. 

Bill Quinn, research coor- 
dinator, said the results were not 
quite as good as he’d expected, 
“but it’s still in the experimental 
stages, and for its first trial it did 
well.”” 

What Quinn and some members 
of the Materials Testing Lab were 
trying out was a newly-developed 
polymer concrete mix that hardens 
fast enough to hold traffic two to 
three hours after being applied. 
Normal concrete overlays cannot 
hold traffic until three or four days 
after application. 

Initial cost of the material is 
about $800 per cubic yard, com- 
pared to $150 per cubic yard of 
concrete. Quinn said the purpose 
is to prolong the life of the bridge 
deck, and the material should out- 
last concrete by at least five to 10 
years. 

“This is really just for bridge 
deck overlays,’” he said, because of 
the specialized material and the 
cost. It’s also supposed to be im- 
permeable to de-icing salts. We 
have to take care of our bridges 
because they freeze faster than 
roadways.” 

Quinn said the material could 


also be used to patch freeways in 


high-traffic areas. 
Federal money paid for the test- 
ing and the experimental overlay in 
Lebanon. Similar research to devel- 
op a fast-drying paving material has 
also been going on in other states. 
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Region inspectors help keep 
Oregon’s bridges in one piece 


They keep our bridges from buckling, our culverts 
from collapsing, and overhead highway signs from falling 
down on us. They are the five region bridge inspectors, and 
their job ensures the safety of motorists who drive over 
bridges from the coast to Eastern Oregon. 

The inspectors say the best thing about their jobs is finding 
some thing wrong. 

“It’s exciting to find something big wrong with a bridge,” 
said Bob Stephens, Region 1 bridge inspector. ‘It makes it 
seem worthwhile.” 

“If you find something that’s really critical, you feel 
good about it,’” said Duane Kirby, Region 3 bridge in- 
spector. “You feel like you're really keeping the bridge in 
one piece.” 

John Wood, structural maintenance engineer in Salem, 
said the bridge inspection program began in 1972 under 
federal regulations. 

“We always inspected bridges,’’ Wood said, ‘‘but it was 
under a different format. Then the feds came out with 
the bridge inspection program, and now all the states 
have the same kind of organization.” 

The five inspectors travel throughout their regions 
inspecting all bridges from the water line up. Ropes and 
ladders help them climb through the substructure to look 
for corrosion, timber decay, rust, peeling paint and cracks 


in the steel. 


Bob Stephens, Region 1 bridge inspector, stands on 
a concrete strut under the McCord Creek Bridge in 
the Columbia Gorge by the Bonneville Dam. Steph- 
ens reguarly checks all the bridges in Region 1 and 
identifies where repairs are needed. 


Garden club branches out 
Into high way lan dscapin g 


By Vickie Rocker 
aeons Information Officer 


In these days of ‘‘no frills’”’ highway maintenance, little money is given 
to landscaping, but one small piece of property along HWY8 west of 
Portland stands out like a colorful oasis among the bleak tangle of utility 
poles and commercial signs. 

Every year, members of the West Point Garden Club transform this strip 
of highway right-of-way into a showplace of brightly blooming marigolds, 
petunias, alyssums and labelia--with a little help and protection from the 
Highway Division. 

Pat Marshall and Kay Fullmer, coordinators for the garden club, say 
theirs is a real community project. The club buys and plants flowers and 
shrubs, the Water Bureau and local garbage company provide free serv- 
ice, and the Highway Division provides the land. 

Even the local businesses get involved. 

“The Dairy Queen across the street treats us to morning coffee and 
lunch when we’re out working,’”” Marshall said. 

The garden was started by Edith and Orville Eden in 1969 when Mrs. 
Eden made a deal. with the Highway Division: If they would plant some 
shrubs, she would maintain them. 

Only she went much further with her end of the bargain and added fill 
dirt, barkdust and flowers. In 1974 the West Point Garden Club took over 
responsibility for the project. 

Members of the club hold bake sales and plant sales during the year to 
raise money to purchase the 21 flats of flowers that go into the garden. 

“Canyon Road through West Slope is not attractive, and the garden 
seems to have given our area a real feeling of pride,’” Marshall said. “The 
people here like it and respect it. 

“This year while we were planting, a man drove up and gave us six flats 
of bright red geraniums,”” she added. ‘He said he was so pleased with 
what we were doing he just wanted to help out.” 

Marshall said there have been some battles connected with the garden. 

“The telephone company kept going through all the time to lay cable, 
and the developer of the office building behind us tried to put a sidewalk 
right down the middle of our flowerbed,” she said. “It was the Highway 
Division who really came to the rescue for us.” 

She credits Terry Flink, assistant district engineer, for saving the garden 
from the phone company and the developer. 

“Mr. Flink worked with the phone company and got ‘them to come 
around the back of the garden instead of through it, and he made the 
developer take out the sidewalk,”” Marshall said. ‘‘The Highway Division 
has been just wonderful to us.” 

The feeling is mutual. 

“These ladies are just super,” said Bill Chisholm, landscape superin- 
tendent at Sylvan, who often provides surplus material to the club. ‘They 
do all the work--they even built the fence themselves with scrap lumber.” 


: 7 hey’ve done a beautiful job. | wish there were more groups like the 
_ West Point Garden Club.” 


“Our highway looks better, thanks to these ladies,” Flink added. 


They also use several special methods--such as ultra- 
sonic, deflection, and die-penetrant tests-- to completely 
examine the structure, from guardrails to footings. 

The inspectors cover their regions in a repeating cycle. 
Each bridge must be inspected once every two years, and 
some every six months, depending on their condition. 


The inspectors report all de- 
ficiencies on a bridge and assign a 
number to indicate how serious it 
is. A copy of the report goes to the 
District Engineers, who schedule 
repairs. 

Wood said all the inspectors were 
Highway Engineer 2s with at least 
five years of experience before be- 


coming region bridge inspectors. 
They also instruct a training class 
every two years for anyone inter- 
ested in becoming certified. 

Besides bridges, they inspect 
culverts, highway sign bridges, 
radio towers and pipes over six 
inches in diameter. 

“It’s definitely a full-time job,” 
Wood said. ‘‘They’re really hard- 
pressed to inspect everything they 
have to.’ 

Wood added that there was a 
certain amount of freedom with 
the job. ‘They get out for days ata 
time,” he said. “It’s not like being 
confined to an office eight hours a 
day.” 

He said the age of the men 
wasn’t a factor in the work, but 
their experience and agility were. 
They also have to tolerate heights 
and being over water. 

Bill Bangert, Region 2 inspector, 
said he enjoyed the danger and 
challenge of his job. 

“I like bridges,’”” he said. ‘‘I’ve 
been inspecting them for about 30 
years. It’s a challenge everytime 
you look at one because you’re 
looking for something new.” 

Wayne Coder, Region 4 bridge 
inspector, said the traffic was the 
most dangerous part of the job. 

“Traffic represents the largest 
risk when you’re inspecting a 
bridge,’” Coder said, “‘and it seems 
to be increasing. You know what 
the bridge is going to do, but you 
don’t know what the person be- 
hind the wheel is going to do.” 


Otto Staples, a Highway Engineer 1, helps Region 1 Bridge Inspector Bob 
Stephens catalogue a crack in the abutment of the McCord Creek Bridge in the 
Columbia Gorge. 


DMV allows “good drivers’ 
to renew license by mail 


Through a bill passed by the 
Legislature, the Motor Vehicle Di- 
vision will be rewarding ‘‘good 
drivers” by allowing them to renew 
their drivers’ licenses for another 
four years by mail. 

The new law states that any driv- 
er who, over the past four years, 
has not been convicted or forfeited 
bail on a motor vehicle law viola- 
tion, has not had a traffic accident, 
and is not subject to any type of 
suspension, is exempted from ap- 
pearing in person to have a new 
photo license issued. 

Dennis Rice, supervisor of driver 
licensing at DMV, estimates 50 per- 


cent of Oregon’s driving popula- 
tion will be eligible to take advan- 
tage of the new law. 

He said the ‘good driver” rule 
allows only one special extension 
every eight years, so the photo can 
be kept current. 

“But if they keep a good driving 
record, they only have to come in 
half as often as they do now,” he 
said. 

The new law took effect upon 
passage to enable implementation 
work to begin immediately. Actual 
implementation will start with 
licenses that need to be renewed 
on Jan. 1, 1982. 
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Representatives of contracting firms fill the Conference Room in Salem to hear 
ithe results of a monthly bid opening. 


Study says effects of small 
cars to have big impact 


By Doug Roberts 
Energy Information Officer 


With fuel use continuing to 
plummet, despite apparent in- 
creases in vehicle miles: traveled, 
the trend toward smaller, more 
fuel-efficient automobiles seems 
certain to profoundly affect us for 
years to come. 

Since ODOT’s destiny is insepar- 
able from that of the automobile, 
what is in store for the future? 

Daniel Roos, director of the 


Massachusetts Institute of Technol- — 


ogy Center for Transportation 


Studies, considers two: pk a e 


as likely: 

(a) That a few large companies 
will produce standardized cars ona 
worldwide basis, such as Volkswa- 
gen’s diesel Rabbit, Ford’s Escort, 
and Honda’s Civic; or 

(b) That differences in techno- 
logical and functional characterist- 
ics will create a diversity of spe- 
cialty cars appealing to different 
segments of the marketplace, such 
as cars emphasizing safety, com- 
fort, or various alternative energy 
sources. 

Other ideas presented by Roos 
in his paper, “The Future of the 
Automobile,”” include the need for 
roads designed for certain vehicle 
types as a result of increasing 
weight and size differences be- 
tween trucks and cars, and the 
trend toward vehicle acquisition 


The front page of VIA’s 
October 1976 issue featured 
a picture of workmen stand- 
ing ona scaffolding remov- 
ing the word ‘“Highway’’ 
from the headquarters in Sa- 
lem, thereafter to be kno- 
wn as the ‘Transportation 
Building.” 
And an extensive effort 
| was getting underway to in- 
form the public about Meas- 
ure 8--to provide a one- cent 
| increase in the state gas tax-- 
slated for the Nov.2 general 
election ballot. 
(ass measure was defeated. 
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methods other than purchase. 

Leasing and shared-use arrange- 
ments, such as vanpooling and 
company motor pools, have in- 
creased greatly in recent years. 
Roos’ ‘‘crystal ball’’ projects a fu- 
ture where persons might own 
two-seat commuting cars and then 
have access to, through lease or 
rental, larger vehicles for family 
travel or recreational needs. 

The commuting or “‘city” car 
may be what General Motors has in 


‘mind through its partnership with 


Japan’s motorcycle and mini-car 
manutaciurey: Suzuki. 5 
_ The product of the GM- Suz 


Z agreement may be very ‘similar to 


the 4% feet wide, 10% feet long, 
1,500-pound mini-cars with 550- 
cubic centimeter engines that 
are typical in 
Japan today. 


Contrast that vehicle with one of 
America’s smallest cars: a Chevy 
Chevette that is 5 feet wide, 13% 
feet long, weighs over 2,000 
pounds and has a 1600-cc engine. 


Will Americans continue to pick | 


smaller cars as they pursue higher 
miles per gallon? The cost of 
gasoline and the availability of 
cheaper alternative fuels could be 
the decisive factors. 


Drive Smarter Tip 


One of the easiest and most effi- 
cient ways of improving your vehi- 
cle’s miles per gallon is by regularly 
checking your tire pressure. 

Buy a tire gauge, rather than rely- 
ing on the inconsistency of service 
station gauges, and check your tires 
once every two weeks. The proper 
time to check is when the tires are 
cold, before you begin driving. 

The tire pressure should be at the 
maximum level listed on the tire 
sidewall. If your tires are soft and 
underinflated, your vehicle’s engine 
is working harder to overcome the 
tires’ resistance to the road. Every 
two pounds of pressure below the 


proper level will cost 1-2 percent in| 


MPG. 


ey 


Gormsen said. 


Bid Openings: a very vital 
and competitive process 


The following is part of a series i 


describing the different functions 
and sections of ODOT. 

A vital and yet delicate process 
within the department is the 
monthly bid openings held every 
month in the Transportation Build- 
ing in Salem. 

A necessity for any kind of high- 
way or bridge construction 


throughout the state, bids are han- ~ 


dled with care and precision by the 
Commission Services Section. 

' Bob Gormsen, manager of Com- 
mission Services, said the bids are 
received at his office in a sealed 
envelope and immediately locked 
in a safe. 

All contractors must be pre- 


qualified by the division before — 


their bids can be accepted by 
Gormsen’s office. 

“We make it as convenient as 
possible to qualify,” he said. “The 


more bidders we have the better.” -. 


The department currently lists 
about 500 contractors, 25 percent 
of which are from out of state. 

To pre-qualify, contractors must 
fill out and sign a statement listing 
their background, qualifications 
and type of equipment. 

“Based on that statement, a con- 
tractor may bid on highway con- 
tracts within the scope and limita- 
tions which he has teresa he 


- week,’’ Gormsen said, ; 
be cut down to one day inarush.” | 


- said. ult appears to be work 
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Bid openings are usually held — 


every third Thursday of the month _ 


at 9 a.m. in the Conference Room. 
At 9 o’clock sharp, no more bids 


_-are accepted and the ones that — 


have been received are opened. 


First, the contractor, is checked | 
to make sure he is pre-qualified — 


and that any minority requirements 
are met, then the figures are check- 
ed to make sure the total is correct. 


- All the bids are read aloud, and, if 


everything ‘is satisfactory the con- 


tract is awarded to the lowest © 


bidder. 
The Conference Room fills with 
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representatives of the different © ; 


contractors. who are bidding to 
hear the figures--to see who got it 
and for how much. 

If the lowest bidder meets all 


requirements, State Highway En- — 7 


gineer Scott Coulter recommends 


to the Transportation Commission _ 


that the contract be accepted. 


Commission Chairman Tony 
Yturri usually gives that permission — 


by phone and work can then begin 
on the project. 


‘The process takes about alas 


“but it can | 


He said the pre-qualification 
statutes were adopted into the bis i 
ding process in 1978. a he 

“| think it’s a good system,” hen i 


Parks Administrator ave Talbot temporarily mans the state parks booth | 
during the Oregon State Fair in Salem. Over 30 parks employees staffed the 
booth and questioned thousands of fair-goers for their suggestions on the 


operatins of state parks. 


Heeding one visitor’s suggestion 
to ‘smile more,” some Parks Divi- 
sion personnel are doing just that 
these days after what has been 
termed a highly successful 11-day 
“stand” at this year’s Oregon State 
Fair in Salem. 

More than 30 individuals from 


throughout the field organization 


and Salem. headquarters, including 
Administrator Dave Talbot and 
Deputy Warren Gaskill, 


’ teered to staff the booth . 


“The effort paid off and then 
some,”’ said Talbot, explaining that 
more than 8,200 individual contacts 
with citizens were made. In addi- 
tion, countless inquiries were an- 


CS (ce cia Reo 


volun-. 


ae Sit State Pa 


swered and a variety of informa- 
tional publications. distributed. 

In return, hundreds of those 
who stopped at the Agriculture 


Hall display took time to fill out a if 


brief survey form and offer a mul- 
titude of suggestions. 
Respondents indicated they 
favor user fee hikes to increase 
park revenue, if necessary in order 


to keep facilities open, and by a ~ 


wide margin (62 to 35 percent) they 
said they didn’t think campers 


should be allowed to stay over- _ 


night in day-use only areas. 
Booth visitors particularly liked a 
bumper sticker which proclaims, as 
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Local movers spend most of Friday moving 
the Highway Systems Development Unit, part 
&, of the Information Systems Branch, from the 
| Transportation Building across the street 

to the new Denarinent of Revenue ollie 


po By working around the clock over Labor Day weekend, employees of 

‘ the Information Systems Branch, representatives of IBM and Intel,.a 

California-based computer firm, and a local moving company transplanted 

ODOT’s main computer from its home on Highway Avenue in Salem to 

the fifth floor of the new Department of Revenue Building. 
Employees began moving on Friday. At the same time, 4,000 reels of 

tape were packed up, along with the floor-to-ceiling racks that hold them; 
yards of cable were pulled from under the floor, like long roots; and the 
room-sized equipment was shut down, dismantled, and gingerly moved 
to its new address. 

Branch Manager Harry Anderson said Intel had to first turn off the 
computer’s memory before IBM could take apart the Central Processing 
Unit, the heart of the computer. The equipment was moved up in the 

- elevators piece-by-piece Saturday srenine. and the process to hook it up 


ute If 
con He said there Mas a ae ae petting all the telephone tines hooked 
up between the computer and some field offices, but by the end of the 
week everything was connected and running smoothly. 

Anderson said the move was made over the holiday weekend to 
minimize the disturbance to state agencies using the computer. 

Although it is a vital link to many Highway and DMV offices across the 
state, Anderson said the State Police were probably the most affected 
because they use the computer 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to access 
Motor Vehicles Division’s driver records. 

Capt. Jim Williams of the Oregon State Police said his agency coped 
pretty well with the computer shut down. 

“DMV printed out a list of all drivers’ licenses before the computer 
went down,” Williams said, ‘‘so the information could be looked up 
manually in emergencies. It slowed us down, but it sure didn’t put us out 

of business.” 


An IBM serviceman 
Starts at the bottom to 
dismantle the equipment 
and disconnect the 
thick cables. 


Computer Operator 
Duane Smith 
tries to find the 

right box of magnetic 
tapes to unpack 
in proper order. 


IBM Systems Engineer 
Jim Clark, left, with 
the help of a mover, 
pushes a magnetic 
disk drive from 

the computer room. 


aid pleased / Anderson. aLne. 


Ron Vineing, an IBM field engineer 

manager, pulls computer cables 
Photos by from under the floor at the Infor- 
Jerry Robertson mation Systems Branch. 


Duane Smith, computer 
operator (kneeling), numbers 
a box of magnetic tapes, 
packed in sequence, 

while others dismantle 

the shelves. 


Bert Woock, supervisor 
of computer center services, 
finally finds the phone 

among the stacks of boxes. 


‘Surgeons’ perform computer transplant 


An IBM serviceman 
concentrates on untangling 
the wires inside part 

of the computer. 
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OSCAR WRIGHT, HWY 
Sign Shop Superintendent, 
Salem 

I certainly am--it changed my mind 
considerably. I’m going to retire in 
December with much better bene- 
fits than | would have gotten be- 
fore. | decided that if the bill went 
through I'd go--so I’m defintely 


going. ; 


\ a 
NEVA GOERES, HWY 
Clerical Specialist, Salem 
| really haven’t given it much 
thought. I’m not going to retire, 

but | think it’s a good bill. 


RAY STOSE, DOT 
Safety Officer, Salem 

It opens up that option to me 
which | didn’t have before. | may 
look at it again next summer and 
retire after my birthday in July. It 
gives people more opportunity, 
and it gives them the option to 
retire if things get too rough. | want 
to go out and travel while | still 
have my health. | have a lot of 
ideas--it’s like having a new lease 
on things. The thought of retiring is 
exciting rather than depressing. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
roving photographer. VIA’s 
editors frame the question 
of the month, and answers 
are edited only for length. 


EDNA COMERFORD, DOT 
Needs Analyst, Salem 
| am going to retire at the end of 
next year anyway, so the bill didn’t 
affect me one way or the other, but 
I think it’s a good thing. 


JIM MOISAN, DOT 
Draftsman, Salem 
I’m thinking more about it all the 
time, especially with Social Securi- 
ty the way it is. I’m still undecided 
as to whether or not I'll go after I’m 
58. | will have to know more. 


VIA 


thinking of retiring? 


MELVIN STORY, PARKS 
Parks Ranger 2, Silver Falls 
No, | don’t have enough time and 


money to retire now. | wouldn't ¢ 


have anything to do except spend 
money and go fishing. 


JOHN HOWARD, HWY 

Resident Engineer, Portland 
It certainly gives me an opportunity 
that | need to consider. | think it’s 
great. | don’t plan on retiring, but it 
can change your way of thinking 
and gives you an option worth con- 
sidering. 


BT RO Be i A gil 
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CANDID COMMENTS 


How has the early retirement bill, which was passed by 
the 1981 Legislature, affected your work? Are you 


HAL VERSTEEG, DOT 
Road Design Engineer, Salem 

| think everybody over 55 is think- 
ing more about it. It has not affect- 
ed me personally--| have no plans 
to retire. The bill is quite complex, 
and the big question is how to in- 
terpret it. There are many options, 
but it’s bound to help the depart- 
ment manpower levels. 


KEN LIMBOCKER, HWY 
Design Engineer, Portland 
| am going to retire because of the 
bill. There are some intricacies to 
the bill, but the way it was looked 
very attractive to me. 


FLOYD LACEY, HWY 
Operations Services Engineer, 
Salem 
I’m retiring at the end of the year 
so | was thinking about it anyway, 
but that confirmed that | would re- 
tire. There are certainly some ad- 
vantages that I’m glad to see. It will 

give me better benefits. 
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Lorrie Wrightman 


John Clack 


Moving up the ranks 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


The following ODOT employees 
were promoted recently: 


John E. Clack, Highway Mainte- 
nance Worker (HMW) 3 to Car- 
penter, Albany. 

Alan Kershaw, Revenue Auditor 2 
to Revenue Auditor 3, Fuels Tax 
Unit, Portland. 

Audrey C. Nielsen, Sr. Pro- 


Safe working, driving 


- Crews earn 


The following ODOT crews 
earned SAIF awards recently: 


Crew 123-03, Sweet Home Main- 
tenance Crew; 50,000 man-hours; 
Robert D. Wood, Supervisor. 

Crew 123-04, Santiam Junction 
Maintenance Crew; 50,000 man- 
hours; Jack H. Wills, supervisor. 

Crew 440-01, Goose Lake Park 
Crew; three years; Steven 
Wiemeyer, supervisor. 

Crew 142-08, Bend Maintenance 
Crew; 150,000 man-hours; Don Ep- 
pers, supervisor. 

Crew 440-03, Cove Palisades 
Park Crew; 100,000 man-hours; 
Frank Arnold, supervisor. 

Crew 142-02, Chiloquin Mainte- 
nance Crew; 50,000 man-hours; 
Wayne Brown, supervisor. 

Crew 440-06, Collier Memorial 
State Park Crew; 3 years; Rick 
Bauman, supervisor. 

Crew 131-20, District 3 Bridge 
Crew; 50,000 man-hours; Jimmie 
Shannon, supervisor. 

Crew 132-00, Coos Bay District 
Office; 9 years; Bill Brown, super- 
visor. 


State Highway Engineer H. Scott 
Coulter recently announced the 
recipients of the Region Safe Driv- 
ing Awards for the section crews 
accruing the best driving records 
for the period July 1, 1980 to June 
30, 1981. 


The winners are: 


Urban Region--Sylvan Section; 
Richard D. Juden, supervisor. 

Rural, West Region--Davis 
Slough Section; Thomas O. Whar- 
ton, supervisor. 

Rural, East Region--Vale Section; 
Dareld D. Steinke, supervisor. 


grammer to Programmer Analyst, 
Salem. 

Michael Pournell, Motor Vehicles 
Rep. (MVR) 4, Grants Pass, to 
Motor Vehicle Office Manager B, 
Coos Bay. 

James E. Way, HMW 1, Douglas 
County, to Stores Clerk, La 
Grande. 

Lorrie Wrightman, Clerical Assist- 
ant to Clerical Specialist at DMV, 
Salem. 


SAIF awards 


Major Mountain Pass--Austin 
Section; Wayne W. Anderson, 
supervisor. a 

Snow Region--Sweet Home Sec- 
tion; Robert D. Wood, supervisor. 

This year’s five winning crews 
drove a total of 30 years without a 
preventable vehicle accident. 

Of the 82 section crews, 50 
crews drove all of Fiscal 1980-81 
without a preventable accident. 


Remembering 


The following employees and re- 
tirees passed away recently: 


Ray A. Anderson, 63, a draw- 
bridge operator in Astoria, passed 
away at his home in Seaside, Sept. 
oF 

Anderson started with the High- 
way Division in Astoria in 1974 as a 
HMW 1, and was promoted to a 
HMW 2 in 1976. 


Wanda Smith Ballinger, 90, died 
Sept. 6 in Salem. 

She was born in Salem and was 
supervisor of engine files at DMV 
until her retirement. 


Elmer O. Brandel, 61, died Sept. 
10 in Albany. 

Brandel started working with the 
Highway Division in 1963 as a High- 
way Maintenance Worker 2 in Dis- 
trict 4. He retired in 1978 from the 
Albany Landscape crew. 


Tyrrell (Mick) Williams, former 
assistant foreman at Enterprise, al- 
so died July 5. No other informa- 
tion on Williams was available by 
press time. 


Highway’s Bridge Section 
wins two design awards 


The Highway Division Bridge 
Section won two awards recently 
for design. 

The John Day River (Clarno) 
Bridge received a Commendation 
for Design Achievement in the De- 
sign for Transportation national 
awards program sponsored jointly 
by the U.S. Department of Trans- 
portation and the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts. Over 250 entries 
were submitted. 


Retirements 


Richard Lynn Hess 
The following ODOT employees 
retired recently: 


Charles W. Harris, Engineering 
Tech. 2, 21-and-a-half years, Hills- 
boro. 

Richard Lynn Hess, Highway 
Maintenance Worker 4, 16 years, 
Salem. 


OH, DOTTIE! 


The bridge is located at Clarno, 
on ORE218, in north central Ore- 
gon. It was constructed under 
stringent environmental con- 
straints in a Scenic Waterways area. 

The area is known for flash 
flooding and accompanying ero- 
sion, and design was complicated 
by a requirement that the approach 
road could not restrict the flow of 
floodwater over the floodplain. 

The bridge was opened to traffic 
on March 21, 1975, and since that 
time has won several other awards 
because of its aesthetically pleasing 
appearance and its compatibility 
with the environment. 

The other award was part of the 
Portland Cement Association 
bridge design awards program, and 
was for the Applegate River Bridge, 
which is located approximately sev- 
en miles southwest of Grants Pass 
on Fish Hatchery Road. 


Correction 


Dick Hawkins has been re- 
promoted to district engineer in 
The Dalles, after it was incorrectly 
reported in last month’s VIA that 
he was a resident engineer. 

As a result of a strange coinci- 
dence, the name of Dave White’s 
father was incorrect in the profile 
story of last month’s issue. 

There were two Highway Divi- 
sion foremen named White killed 
on duty when a truck backed over 
them. One was Rodney White 
killed in 1951, as reported, and the 
other was Clyde White, Dave’s 
dad, killed in 1968. We regret the 
error. 


By: Roy Priem 
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By Anna Browne Muzzall 
Managing Editor 


Ten years ago, when he was just 
passing through, you couldn’t have 
told Al Vasquez he would still be in 
Oregon a decade later. But he is, 
and no one else could be more 
surprised at the way things turned 
out. 

Al started working for the More 
Vehicles Division when he first 
came to Oregon, as a Clerical 
Assistant answering telephones at 
the Central Inquiry Unit in Salem. 

Today, at 35, he is an Office 
Manager C at DMV’s South Eugene 
field office--one of the largest in 
the state. 

His energy and good nature 
have weathered him through many 
career jumps and moves, and his 
face lights up when he talks about 
them. 

In 1971, Al had just completed 
four years in the Air Force and had 
returned home to the Santa Clara 
Valley in California, undecided 
about his future. 

At first he went back to school, 
then worked for a while, but he 
“wasn’t handling life very well,’’ so 
he decided to travel. 

“1 left home with $130 to travel 
through Canada and the United 
States,’”’ he says. ‘‘You can see how 
far | got.” 


By the time he arrived in Salem 
he had 11 cents in his pocket, so he 
went to the employment office. He 
took the state’s Clerical Assistant 
test, passed, and eventually got the 
job at Central Inquiry. 

When he started, he didn’t know 
much about the state of Oregon 
and its agencies. 

“| was here a month before | 


realized Salem was the capital,’ anes 


says. “That first job with DMV was 
very much a learning stage for me. 
| learned who people were and the 
technicalities of the department--it 
was a good eye-opener.” 

During the year or so he worked 
in Salem, Al visited other field offi- 


uen 
kind of ornery-just asah 


months before transferring to 
McMinnville. 
In 1977, Al was hired as an Office 
Manager A in Brookings. 
“Everytime | was promoted it 


was a shock,’’ he says. “Il wanted 


people to know | was interested in 
moving up, but | was surprised. 
There were many people inter- 
viewed who were capable.”’ 

In the small office, Al says he felt 
more like a co-worker than an of- 
fice manager. 

Then at the end of 1979, within a 
two-week period, he interviewed 


his parents fix him up with a date, 
“and | go along with that,” he says, 
laughing. 

“People are surprised | haven’t 
been married at least once,” he 
says. ‘But | really don’t think abut 
it too much. It’s just nice being a 
bachelor.” 

When he’s not in the office, Al 
can be found on the tennis court, 
softball field, ski lift or his motor- 


cycle. 


“Usually | spend alot of time by 
myself,”” he says, “but I’ve been — 


getting out and getting more in- 


‘I feel I’ve been fortunate in many cases. I was in the 


best place at the right time. 


for an Office Manager B position in 
both Cottage Grove and Eugene, 
and for an Office Manager C in 
Portland. 

He accepted the position in 
Eugene, which was soon re- 
classified as a Manager C. 


Al says going from a small office | 


to one with 13 employees took 
some adjustment. Today he man- 
ages two offices--the new South 
Eugene office and the experimental 
drive test center at the old East 
Eugene office, which does only 
drivers license testing. 

Al does a lot of running back and 
forth between the offices to handle 
any problems that arise. 
“Mostly | I eee ais irate 
hes says, ' an 


and | like challenges. And, oh bor 
are they a challenge.” 

Al says he adopts a “help me to 
help you”’ attitude with grumpy 
customers, and is usually suc- 
cessful. 


‘Mostly | deal with irate customers,...and oh boy, are 


they a challenge.’ 


ces on his days off to introduce 
himself and learn more about 
DMV. 

“While | was out in the field, 
somebody mentioned a position 
opening at the Woodburn office,” 
he says. ‘‘I didn’t think | could 
qualify because it was for a Motor 
Vehicle Rep. 2, but one of the qual- 
ifications was to be bi-lingual, so | 
interviewed.” 

Al, who is proficient in Spanish, 
got the MVR 2 position, and work- 
ed in Woodburn for about four 


Vivian Perry, DMV’s reginal 
supervisor, says Al gets along very 
well with people. 

‘“‘He’s used to changes,”” she 
says. ‘‘He’s very adaptable and 
does a good job.” 

Born and raised in the Santa Cla- 
ra Valley, Al went to high school 
and attended a community college 


, 


for two years before being drafted — 


into the Air Force. 

Al is a bachelor who comes from 
a ‘‘very close-knit’’ family. 
Whenever he goes home for a vist, 


volved with people and groups. 
Al has never hesitated in getting 
out and moving up in DMV. Al- 


though he was first hired under the — 


Affirmative Action program, he 


feels strongly about achleae co 


things on his own ability. 

“1 feel I’ve also been fortunate in 
many cases,” 
best place at the right time. I’ve 


moved up so fast, and | think I’m 
still moving, but I’m just taking ita | 


step at a time. Each job has been a 
challenge, and | enjoy that.” 


Al says he has no definite plans 


for his future with DMV. 


Al Vasquez and Jo Morris, a Motor 
Vehicle Rep. 2, assist a customer at 
the new South Eugene DMV office. 


Retirees let us know what's happening 


Floyd Query, 1615 Nebraska N.E., 
Salem 97303. Retired Highway 
Commission Secretary, 1972. 


If you think retiree living might 
be a drag, talk to Floyd Query and 
his wife; Ruth. 

Last summer, they toured East 
and West Berlin, Germany; Vien- 
na, Austria; and Copenhagen, De- 
nmark. Highlights included a river- 
board trip on the Rhine, and tours 
of several historic castles. ‘I’ve 
never climbed so many steps in my 
life,” Floyd says. ‘“‘My feet were 
begging for mercy.” 

The trip over was also ‘‘quite a 


deal,’”’ he said. About eight or nine 
hours on a 747 from Seattle to 
Copenhagen, non-stop. 

This summer they took a 5-week 


‘trip visiting their sons, Chuck and 


Jack, in the Bay Area, California, 
and Rick in Boulder, Colorado. 
They also worked in a side trip to 
Mexico, and visited an Aunt in 
Omaha, Nebraska. 
_ Also this summer, they made 
three fishing trips to Diamond 
Lake--‘mostly for the scenery,” 
Floyd says, “because fishing was 
_ less-than-good.”’ 

While at home, he keeps busy as 
‘chief property maintenance en- 


gineer,”” and, with Ruth, plays a lot 
of bridge with friends. 

“But the important thing,’” he 
says, “is that we’re both in good 
health and feeling well--a few re- 
tiree aches and pains, but nothing 
serious.” Slate 

Eugene P. “Gene” Kinney, 4155 
Lancaster Dr. N.E., Salem 97303. 
Retired Aerial Photographer, 1980. 


Gene still keeps in touch by 
phone with the ODOT photo lab, 
where he worked for more than 30 
years. A 1979 stroke prevents him 


from coming in, but not from— 


ras’ 7 el Sf) SM he 


“checking in” from time to time. 

He feels pretty lucky, he says, to 
have been able to travel the state 
while working as both ground and 
aerial photographer, because he 
can’t get around much now. Sel- 
dom does a week go by, however, 
that he doesn’t see one of his 
photos in connection with a high- 
way or Oregon feature story of 
some sort, he says. 

Former co-worker Glenn Waga- 
man keeps him pretty well inform- 
ed on what's going on, but Gene 


says he’d “‘sure like to hear from _ 


more of the Seb e the wel- 
come mat is always out. CRE 


he says. ‘I was in the — 


“I think I’ve gone as far as I can 


